
ART 
 
Each course is geared for the student who likes art and enjoys working with a variety of media.  Traditional media 
and new art materials and skills are explored, refined and expanded. The activities will include problem solving 
experiences within both group and individual projects.  The courses are designed to explore art skills that can be 
incorporated into personal interests, school projects, and future professions. 
 
 
CONTEMPORARY ART/CRAFTS – One semester 
 
In this course you will explore different areas of the craft field and create original art. From planning to process, 
this course is designed to be hands-on exploration of media.  The art areas and media explored may include: 
 
● Printmaking (stencil, linoleum, etching, stamping, monoprints, photography/digital images) 
● Natural/fiber artwork (weaving, knotting, dying, stuffed forms, basket making) 
● Painting (decorative finishes, underglaze, watercolor, tempera, acrylic) 
● Metal work (cut, formed, finished) 
● Paper (forming, bookbinding) 
● Ceramics (pottery, decorative mosaics) 
● Multi-media sculpture (wood, wire, clay, reed and found objects, fabric mache’) 
● Multi-media design work (packaging, personal symbols, cards, layered work) 
 
 
 
TRADITIONAL ART MEDIA – One semester 
 
In this course you will explore traditional art media to create two and three dimensional art work.  Students will 
build on drawing, painting and sculpture skills and will work with new media.  The elements of line, shape, color, 
value, texture, form and space will be developed through principles of composition.  Students will truly advance 
their drawing skills through the exploration of visual representation.  Projects may include everything from 
perspective drawing to painting ceiling tiles. Examples of areas and media choices include: 
 
● Drawing  (charcoal, pencil, ink, crayons, pastels, oil, marker, conte crayon) 
● Painting  (acrylic, tube watercolors and tempera) 
● Ceramics  (a variety of clay bodies, underglaze, glaze, paint) 
● Architecture  (floor plans, scale views) 
● Sculpture  (wire, plaster, wood, clay, paper mache’) 
● Art History  (computer aided research and design) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



BUSINESS & INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Students who select Business & Information Technology as an elective will have the opportunity to not only 
explore the fundamentals of business, but also the technology that may be found in various workplaces.  Students 
can sign up for both classes. 
 
 
Make It Your Business – One semester 
 
This course is designed to provide students with background knowledge about the many aspects of a business.  
The course begins with an Introduction to Business with topics including Global Economy, Types of Business, 
and Entrepreneurship.  While learning about all of these relevant topics, students will be involved in running a 
Class Business in which they are responsible for product selection, marketing and advertising, as well as setting 
goals for the business and deciding on the bonus they will receive for meeting those goals.  A large portion of our 
time will be spent learning about Personal Finance aspects through Junior Achievement Economics for Success 
as well as field trip to JA Finance Park.  Topics will include checking, savings, budgeting, credit, and stock and 
bonds.  Students will research Careers then take their Personal Finance knowledge and create a real life budget 
based on the career and its average income.  Finally, students will learn how to fill out a job application and 
compose relevant application documents.   
 
Creating in a Digital World – One semester 
 
Lights, Camera, Action! This course will provide a creative and productive outlet for student’s love of technology.  
Students who select this course will have the opportunity to create projects individually and collaboratively using 
many different types of technology.  The course is split in to two units one being PC focused and the other Mac 
focused.  Daily Student Video Announcements are created, edited, and published in this course. 
 
 Examples of topics include: 
 

● Computer Programming/Code – learn the basics of coding to create your own digital project 
● Forum Posting – have an online discussion with your classmates about recent topics in technology 
● Movie Maker – create a “movie” combining audio, still graphics, and video 
● Podcasting – create your own web based audio cast using Audacity  
● Web 2.0 Tools 
● Digital Video – produce and shoot your own video 
● iMovie – learn to edit your movie by adding music, transitions, and special effects 
● iPhoto – create a picture slide show with music and transitions 
● GarageBand - Create your own music compilation  

 
 
 

 
 



TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING 
EDUCATION 

 
Students who select Technology and Engineering Education as an elective will have the opportunity to explore 
the areas of transportation, construction, manufacturing and design; as well as take a nine week Project Lead 
the Way class. 
 
Project Lead the Way has a cutting edge middle school curriculum, called Gateway to Technology, that gives 
students meaningful, hands-on experience in problem solving, teamwork, and project based learning.  Gateway 
to Technology focuses on showing—not telling—students how engineers and technicians use technology to 
solve everyday problems. 
Emphasis will be on career opportunities, design, problem solving, and critical thinking.  The middle school 
Technology and Engineering courses are intended to prepare students for the rigorous high school Technology 
and Engineering courses.  At the high school, our Project Lead the Way courses are weighted grade 
courses where students can earn college credit.  The below courses are open to ALL 8th grade students.  
Students can sign up for both classes.  For a detailed description of courses and pictures of projects, please 
check out my website:  https://sites.google.com/a/pwssd.k12.wi.us/tjms-technology-and-engineering/ 
 
 
DISCOVERING TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING - One semester 
 
In this course students will take two quarter classes.  Students will collaborate in group projects as well as 
individual projects.  One quarter will be the Project Lead the Way class, Flight and Space.  The other quarter 
students will continue working with the design process and will do more problem-solving activities on various 
activities relating to structures.  Students will be utilizing 3D Modeling Software to design their projects.  Students 
will be able to use the 3D printer to create their own 3D printed designs.  Design Challenges for this class include: 

• 3D Dream House Project 
• Balsa Bridge Design Competition 
• Light House Electrical Project 
• 3D Print Project 

• Astro Engineer 
• Rockets  
• Gliders  
• Career Research Project 

 
 
EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING - One semester 
 
In this course students will take two quarter classes.  One quarter will be the Project Lead the Way class, 
Automation and Robotics.  Students will collaborate in group projects as well as individual projects.  In today’s 
world, understanding the role of automation and robotics in engineering and manufacturing is incredibly 
valuable.  The other quarter students will continue working with the design process and be challenged to create 
vehicles as well as learn logic and programming.  Students will be utilizing 3D Modeling Software to design 
their projects.  Students will be able to use the 3D printer to create their own 3D printed designs.  Design 
Challenges for this class include: 

• CO2 Car Racing Competition 
• 3D Print Project 
• Mousetrap Catapult Competition 
• Scratch – 2D Video Game Design 
• VEX Robotics Challenge 
• Career Research Project

https://sites.google.com/a/pwssd.k12.wi.us/tjms-technology-and-engineering/


SPANISH  - Year 
 
This is the first year in a five year sequence.  Only students who begin in 8th grade may take five years.   Students 
that do well in this course in 8th grade have the opportunity to start in Spanish 2 once in High School. This course 
covers the same curriculum as the High School Spanish I.   
 
Students do not receive High School credit for courses taken in the eighth grade. 
 
In this course students will begin learning the basics of the Spanish language.  Communication in Spanish will be 
developed through listening, reading, writing and speaking.  We use a text and worksheets, songs, music, and 
games in class.  Knowledge and understanding of the many Hispanic cultures is gained through readings, 
discussions and videos. All of this information is presented in a fun, inviting classroom atmosphere.  
 
Students will learn to describe themselves, their family as well as their environment.  They will learn about typical 
foods, customs and pastimes of the people of Spain in particular, but also those of other Spanish speaking 
countries.  Students will enjoy discovering similarities and differences between the Hispanic culture and their 
own. 
 
Students will find that learning a language does not happen overnight, but is rather a very worthwhile investment 
of their time and energy.  There are so many benefits to knowing a foreign language which range from college 
admission and graduation, securing a job, to pure pleasure, enjoying travel, art, music, literature, etc. 
 
*Placement in Spanish is based on a screening process.  Grades in 7th grade communications, math, science, social studies and world of language, 
along with teacher recommendations are used for screening the students. 
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