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Definition: Drug 

 

 

 

 Substances that change the way 

the brain and body function 



Types Of Drugs 

Legal Drugs 
     Caffeine-such as coffee, tea, and many soft drinks 

     Medications for headaches, colds, and other illnesses   

 

Legal Drugs For Adults Only 
     Alcohol and Nicotine 

 

 Illegal Drugs 
     Marijuana, cocaine, and heroin 

 

 



Prescription Drugs 

 

 Are usually safe and effective when 

taken correctly 

 

 Many people lead healthier happy 

lives because of their medications 

 

 Many people’s lives are saved 

because of medications 



Abuse Of Prescription Drugs 

 

 When prescription drugs are used 

for non-medical purposes, it is 

called drug abuse 

 

 It is abuse when someone takes a 

prescription drug to get high, lose 

weight, build up muscles, etc. 



Myths About Prescription Drugs And The Facts…. 

 Myth:  
 

 When prescription drugs come 
from a doctor and a pharmacy they 
must be safe. 

 Fact:  
  

If the prescription drug is not 
taken responsibly and exactly 
as the doctor intended, it can 
land you in the emergency 
room or the MORGUE!! 



Who’s more dead? 



Myths About Prescription Drugs And The Facts…. 

Myth 
      

 It is ok for me to use a prescription 

drug that was prescribed for 

someone in my family. 

Fact: 
   

  

 Just because a medication has been 
prescribed to a family member, 
doesn’t mean it is safe for you.  
Medication is custom fit to the 
patient’s medical history, weight, 
allergies, etc. 



More facts….. 

 Extremely addictive 

 Can slow down breathing, or stop it altogether 

 Can slow heartbeat, cause seizures, or increase body 
temperatures 

 Can halt bone growth, cause liver tumors, other cancers, and 
heart attacks 

 Can cause breast development in males and facial hair growth in 
females 



Abuse of a prescription drug can have very serious 

health consequences and can even be deadly 

Abuse Of Prescription Drugs 



 More Consequences Of Drug Use 

 

 Addiction 

 Loss of friends 

 Families torn apart 

 Academic failure and/or job loss 

 Loss of extra-curricular activities 
such as football, baseball, 
wrestling, dance….  

 Court Involvement 

 Not enough money for other 
things such as movies, clothes, 
music….. 



Legal troubles 

 Sharing, giving, selling, or misusing Rx/OTC is illegal! 

 Delivery of a controlled substance is a FELONY punishable by imprisonment. 

 Possession of a prescription controlled substance is a MISDEMEANOR punishable 

by a jail sentence. 



What Do I DO? 

 If I suspect someone is using, abusing, or selling prescription drugs 

Who do I talk to if someone asks me to try a medication or drug? 

 Tell someone!!! 

 You cannot sleep off an overdose 

 A cold shower or coffee will not cure an overdose 



Remember…. 

 

 

 

You could be saving someone’s life! 



 

 

 

 
Never take anyone else’s prescription medication.  It is not 

only unsafe….It’s ILLEGAL. 

Bottom Line: 



Questions?? 


