
Wow—the weather outside was frightful, but we had a great 
turnout this week at our January meeting!  It was wonderful 
to see some new faces and hear some new ideas.  If you 
didn’t make it this month, don’t worry—just join us at our next 
meeting at 7:00 on February 21, 2012.  Remember: Just by 
being a parent of a TJ student, you’re already a member of 
the Jaguar Parents Group.  Join us at the meeting and help 
us make a difference! 

O U R  N E X T  M E E T I N G !  
C O N T A C T  U S :  

E-mail: jaguarparents@hotmail.com 

J P G  O F F I C E R S :  

 President: 

 Carrie Ehrlich, (262) 284-5528 

 Vice President: 

 Erin Meyer, (262) 268-2786 

 Secretary: 

 Andrew Chatfield, (319) 795-5810 

 Treasurer: 

 Cindy Goebel, (262) 689-8684 

 Public Relations: 

 Sue Penkivech, (262) 536-4033 

 Volunteer Coordinator: 

 Tami Wojciehowski 
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U P C O M I N G  M E E T I N G S :  

 February 21, 2012 

 March 20, 2012 

 April 17, 2012 

 May 15, 2012 

 

All meetings are held in the TJ Library 

from 7:00—8:00.  Put the dates on your 

calendar, and plan to attend!  

  

  

It’s time for our 2nd Annual TJ Read-a-Thon!  Students 
are asked to get pledges and then read at least 500 
pages in 2 weeks.  Lots of great prizes will be awarded 
both to all participants and by drawing—the more they 
read, the more chances they have to win!  A copy of the 
letter that will be sent home on February 10th is attached 
at the end of the newsletter.  Help us to encourage mid-
dle schoolers to read, and raise funds for JPG programs! 

S P O N S O R  A  S T U D E N T  A N D  

P R O M O T E  R E A D I N G !  

N E E D  B O O K S  F O R  T H E   

R E A D - A - T H O N ?   V I S I T  O U R  

W I N T E R  B O O K F A I R !  

Our Winter Bookfair is coming, so mark February 27—March 
3 on your calendar!  We’ll be open daily Monday through 
Thursday from 8:30—3:45, with special evening hours for 
conferences on February 28th.   We’ll also be open on March 
3rd during the Green Eggs and Ham breakfast—stop by and 
hear our Student Crew read children’s selections from our 
fair! 

We’ve got a wonderful Student Crew, but we need adult vol-
unteers as well.  Please contact Sue Penkivech or Carrie 
Ehrlich and let us know when you can help! 

 



Back in November, we reminded you to Shop with Scrip—and you did!  Our thanks 

goes out to everyone who bought Scrip cards for their holiday shopping—and who 

have kept buying since!   

But don’t stop now!  Remember, Scrip is the one fundraiser that costs you noth-

ing—just purchase gift cards at their face value, and not only does the JPG get a 

percentage from the vendors, you see a percentage applied to your next year’s 

school fees.  Place your orders on Thursday morning by dropping them into the 

Scrip bin in the office, or order online using the link at the right.  Scrip will also be 

available for sale on Forensics night, so stop by the table while you’re waiting for 

the results! 

For more information on Scrip, order forms, and enrollment information, visit the 

Jaguar Parents homepage at http://www.pwssd.k12.wi.us/education/components/

scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=4012& 

S C R I P  N E W S !  
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Fundraising is just one way TJ parents can help make a difference with our school.  Don’t forget 

to send in your Box Tops and Labels for Education, as well as Kemps milk tops, Sentry, and 

McDonalds receipts.  Click on these links for special offers and for more information on how 

programs offered by brands you use every single day can help fund programs like Forensics and 

Trivia Night for our students. 

F U N D R A I S I N G  L I N K S  

While your calendar is out, flip over to March 23rd—you won’t want to miss our 

first Winter Family Fun Fest!  For just $2 a person, enjoy ping-pong, basketball, 

and swimming—as well as games like chess, backgammon, bingo.  The conces-

sion stand will be open, so bring the whole family for a fun-filled evening! 

Want to help out?  We’re looking for some volunteers to help supervise the event 

and to work the concession stand.  Please contact Erin Meyer for more informa-

tion! 

S H A K E  T H E  W I N T E R  B L U E S  W I T H  

T H E  W I N T E R  F A M I L Y  F U N  F E S T !  

http://www.pwssd.k12.wi.us/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=4012&
http://www.pwssd.k12.wi.us/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=4012&
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Default.aspx
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


J A N U A R Y  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S—

J A N U A R Y  1 7 ,  2 0 1 2  

 

Attending:  Libby Allen,  Michelle Boese, Carrie Ehrlich, Beth Esselman, Liz Ferger, Arlan Galarowicz, , Cindy Goebel, Karen 

Graf, Jane Matheny,  Erin Meyer, Melissa Niemeyer, Sue Penkivech, Jan Probelski, Beth Streicher 

 

Introductions 

Financing Request – Forensics 

 Mrs. Allen discussed the Forensics program at TJ.  Forensics is taught as a unit in the 6th – 8th grade classrooms, to encourage 

public speaking skills and communication.  The 6th -8th graders also have the option of competing in Forensics Night, which will 

be held this year on March 29th at 7:00.  Mrs. Allen requested that the JPG provide $320 to be used for trophies that would moti-

vate students to participate in the competition, which is in its 10th year at TJ.  This amount will be matched by the school.  Erin 

Meyer motioned to accept the request, and Jane Probelski seconded. 

Meeting Minutes 

 Due to the absence of the JPG Secretary, Carrie Ehrlich provided minutes for the October and November meetings, which were 

compiled from her notes and those of Karen Graf.  Karen Graf proposed to accept the minutes, and the motion was seconded.  

Sue Penkivech took meeting minutes for the January meeting. 

Treasurer Report 

 Cindy Goebel reported that the check had been paid to Scholastic for the fall bookfair, and that the Sentry and Box Tops checks 

had been deposited.  Mr. Galarowicz asked what the profit was from the fall bookfair; Sue Penkivech estimated it at approxi-

mately $1200 (the final figure is $1283.61). 

Scrip 

 Karen Graf reported on Scrip.  Sales at the fall conferences were exceptionally high - $2,800 was sold in one night.   Regular 

sales have been averaging approximately $3000 - $5000 per week.  It was suggested that Karen sell Scrip at Forensics Night, 

and she agreed.  Carrie Ehrlich observed that the envelope containing the Scrip cards had been left on the counter in the office 

after having been received from FedEx; Mr. Galarowicz will ensure that the envelope be put in the safe in the future until such 

time as the volunteers processing the orders are there to do so. 

Unfinished Business 

 The By-Laws Revision Committee set a date of Thursday, February 2nd at 5:30 to meet. 

 Plans for obtaining 501c3 status for the Jaguar Parent Group will be put on hold until such time as the by-laws have been re-

vised. 

Trivia Night 

 Tami Wojociewski will be calling volunteers to assist with Trivia Night.  Thus far, 30 teams of a possible 34 have submitted 

their forms, and Ms. Ferger anticipates that all 34 slots will be taken. 

Read-a-Thon 

 Sue Penkivech discussed the plans for the 2nd Annual TJ Read-a-Thon.  Once again, students will be asked to get pledges not for 

minutes read, but for participation.  A minimum of $1 in pledges is required to participate.  The goal for each student is 500 min-

utes, and prizes will be provided for participation, for reaching the 500 minute goal, and by drawing.  One change from last year 

is that instead of a homeroom from each grade receiving a classroom prize for the highest number of minutes read, one home-

room will receive a prize for the highest number of participants who reach their 500 minute goal.  Cindy Goebel offered to help 

Sue tally up the pledge money received on Friday, February 24th.  Sign-up sheets were passed around for help with both the 

Read-a-Thon and the Winter bookfair. 

Winter Family Fun Fest 

 Erin Meyer and Carrie Ehrlich discussed the plans for the 1st Annual Winter Family Fun Fest, which will be held on March 23rd.  

Erin will approach Jodi Cowen regarding the concession stand.  The Fest will feature family games such as ping pong, chess, 

backgammon, and bingo, and the pool and gym will be open.  Admission will be $2.00 at the door, and a wristband will be pro-

vided.  Students will not need to come with a parent, but the event will be advertised as being for families, and will also be pro-

moted to the elementary schools.  Food donations and volunteers will be needed; Erin asked that Sue Penkivech put a message 

on the JPG Facebook page advertising for help. 

TJ Dance 

 Carrie Ehrlich received an e-mail from a parent recommending that TJ hold a dance as a fundraiser, given the success of the IC 

dances in Saukville.  The suggestion was discussed, with concerns being raised about the lack of supervision, the difficulty in-

herent in confining the students to the gym area, and the resultant drama on the following Monday.  The group decided that at 

this time, a dance will not be held. 
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Committees: 

 8th Grade Promotion.  Cindy Goebel discussed the plans for the 8th Grade Promotion.  In the past, 7th grade parents 

provided the punch, while 8th grade parents were responsible for the desserts.  Cindy will head up the event, and find 

a 7th grade parent to work with her.  Cindy has reached out to Harbor Hills regarding the 8th grade party , and is 

waited for a response.  She also discussed speaking with area merchants to sponsor prizes for the 8 th graders attending 

the event. 

 Appreciation.  This week is Crossing Guard Appreciation Week.  Cindy Goebel will obtain gifts for the five crossing 

guards who work with TJ.  Mr. Galarowicz will determine whether or not some TJ shirts are also available as gifts. 

 All other committees had already reported earlier in the meeting. 

New Business 

 Michelle Boese discussed Saukville High Interest Day.  They will be bringing in Dave the Horn Guy to perform for 

the students, and wished to know if TJ would like to have him perform as well, thus sharing the cost of $2200.  She 

will discuss the possibility further with Mr. Galarowicz. 

 Mr. Galarowicz mentioned that when the teachers’ TLC committee met, they discussed the need for mini-blinds on 

the windows of the West computer lab.  The hallway traffic in the gym area is a significant distraction.  He will ob-

tain estimates. 

 Jane Probelski asked if anyone was aware that Lunchables has a collection program similar to Box Tops for Educa-

tion.  She will obtain more information. 

 Sue Penkivech announced that we have turned in approximately 40,000 McDonalds receipts this year, and that they 

will begin to expire in July.  She will send Carrie Ehrlich and Mr. Galarowicz the link to the catalog. 

 Carrie Ehrlich announced that there will a forum at Lincoln on February 6 where the candidates for the seven open 

School Board positions will have the opportunity to discuss their positions.  Everyone is urged to attend. 

 Mr. Galarowicz put out a call for any technically minded parents who would be interested in discussing the need to 

bring WiFi and wireless devices into the school. 

Adjournment 

 Karen Graf motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Jane Matheny seconded the motion. 

J A N U A R Y  M I N U T E S ,  C O N T I N U E D  
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2nd Annual TJ Read-a-Thon 
 

 

 

Dear Parents/Students, 

 

Each year, the NEA sponsors  Read Across America, an annual reading program that invites children across the United States to 

celebrate reading on March 2, the birthday of beloved children's author Dr. Seuss.  For the second year, the Jaguar Parents Group, in 

conjunction with the Reading Department, is sponsoring a Read-a-Thon to support literacy and to raise money for the Parent Group’s 

general fund. 

 

What To Do! 

 

Use your pledge form and gather sponsors from among family and friends.  Sponsors are supporting participation in the event rather 

than minutes read, so pledges should be collected immediately. 

 Pick up new books at the Scholastic Bookfair being held in the library from February 24 – March 3. 

 Return pledge forms by February 24th to the office, and pick up your Reading Log. 

 Read, and log your minutes on your Reading Log.  Every 100 minutes read will earn you one drawing ticket, so every minute 

counts! 

 Return your Reading Logs on March 9, and pick up your drawing tickets from your homeroom teacher the following week.  

Prizes will be awarded to the top reader, the person with the most pledges, and by drawing (tickets will be awarded for participa-

tion and for each 100 minutes read) The homeroom with the greatest number of participants who meet their reading goal will also 

win a prize!   

 

FAQ:   

 

What “counts” for reading material? 

Any non-textbook books!  Any books being read for reading classes, research materials for projects, books you’re reading for 

fun,  magazines, graphic novels!   Backs of DVD cases and cereal boxes do not count – the materials must have pages to qualify! 

I’m a parent.  What do I need to do? 

Encourage your son or daughter to participate, help collect pledges, and sign off on their Reading Logs. We could also use some 

great volunteers to help with the bookfair and with tabulating the results – please contact Sue Penkivech for more information. 

Is there a minimum pledge? 

Any student who wishes to participate must have a minimum of just one $1 pledge! Cash is welcome, and checks should be made 

out to Jaguar Parents Group.  Remember, pledges are for participation, not minutes.   Please turn in all your money with your 

pledge forms! 

What kind of prizes are there? 

All kinds!  All participants who turn in both a pledge sheet and reading log will receive a coupon for ice cream from Dairy 

Queen, and those who read 500 minutes will win a two hour pass from Ozaukee Sports Center.  Students who read more than 

their 500 minute goal will receive a 2 week family pass to Feith Family YMCA.  Drawing prizes have been donated (thus far!) by 

the Brewers, the Packers, Harbor Hills Recreation, Fireworks Popcorn, Centre Court, Books are Fun, The Portico and more!  De-

tails will follow soon! 

 

Important Dates: 

February 10   Start collecting pledges 

February 23 Pledge forms due in the office.  Pick up your reading log at this time! 

February 24   Bookfair and Read-a-Thon begin 

March 3  Bookfair ends, special “Dr. Seuss” event 

March 9   Read-a-thon ends, return your Reading Log to the office! 

March 12   Collect your tickets, and choose which drawings to enter 

March 19   Prizes and awards distributed during lunch hours. 



 

Friday, March 23, 2012 

Thomas Jefferson Middle School 

5:00-8:00 pm 

Sponsored by: 

Jaguar Parent Group 

 

$2.00 per person 

$5.00 per family 
Concessions will be sold, in-

cluding hot dogs, chips, wa-

ter, juice, granola bars 

Swimming 

Open Gym 

Music 

Bingo 

Ping Pong 

Board Games 

 

Board games 

 

We are looking for adult volunteers and food donations.  

Please contact Erin Meyer at      

or Carrie Ehrlich @ 284-5528.  

FUN! 

Family! 


