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Dear Thomas Jefferson Middle School Families, 

As school approaches, students will begin to think 
about how to dress for school. We know that the
fashion industry is not making it easy to shop for
clothing that is appropriate for school. Please keep 
the TJMS dress code in mind when making those
back to school clothing purchases or going through
closets and drawers in preparation for fall.

 The “rule of thumb” for the acceptable length 

of shorts is: When your child stands with their

arms at their side, the hem of the shorts must

fall to at least at the same level as the tip of

their thumb. For skirts or dresses, the bottom

of the hem should reach the tip of their index

finger.

 Pants/shorts must be worn at a level where

undergarments are not visible at the

waistband or hem.

 Shirts must adequately cover the chest area,

bras and bra straps may not be visible. Tops

with cutouts or which are gauzy or semi-

transparent may only be worn with another

shirt underneath.

 Tank tops (sleeveless shirts), off-the-shoulder

shirts, shirts with spaghetti straps, halters, or

those which are backless are not appropriate.

 Clothing bearing logos, slogans or references

to alcohol, drugs or tobacco products, as well

as those with suggestive/ inappropriate

language or symbols are not acceptable.

 Hats may NOT be worn inside the school
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Dear Thomas Jefferson Middle School Families, 

As school approaches, students will begin to think about how to dress for school.   We know that the 
fashion industry is not making it easy to shop for clothing that is appropriate for school.   Please keep the 
TJMS dress code in mind when making those back to school clothing purchases or going through closets 
and drawers in preparation for fall. 

 The “rule of thumb” for the acceptable length of shorts is:  When your child stands with their arms

at their side, the hem of the shorts must fall to at least at the same level as the tip of their thumb.

For skirts or dresses, the bottom of the hem should reach the tip of their index finger.

 

 Pants/shorts must be worn at a level where undergarments are not visible at the waistband or

hem. 

 Shirts must adequately cover the chest area, bras and bra straps may not be visible.  Tops with

cutouts or which are gauzy or semi-transparent may only be worn with another shirt underneath.

 Tank tops (sleeveless shirts), off-the-shoulder shirts, shirts with spaghetti straps, halters, or those

which are backless are not appropriate.

 Clothing bearing logos, slogans or references to alcohol, drugs or tobacco products, as well as

those with suggestive/ inappropriate language or symbols are not acceptable.

 Hats may NOT be worn inside the school building.

If students choose not to follow these very basic guidelines, they may be asked to contact a parent to 
bring them appropriate clothing before returning to class. 

Thank you for working with us in this regard.  If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact us at 268-6100.

Sincerely, 

Arlan Galarowicz & Liz Ferger

Arlan Galarowicz 
Principal 

Liz Ferger 
Assistant Principal/Activities Director 

Steve Sukawaty 
Principal




