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Greetings Saukville Elementary Students, Parents and  
      Community Members: 
 

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Eagle Edition as it highlights some of the  
exciting things happening at Saukville Elementary School.  We have just  
completed an outstanding second quarter and our students are learning and  
having tons of fun.  We had a great turn out for our Student Showcase which is 
always a great opportunity for us to share all the wonderful things our students 
have been doing here at SES in some of our specialty areas like music, art, and 
physical education.  For those of you who could not attend we started off the 
evening with a performance from our third and fourth grade choir students who 
have been working hard every morning with Mrs. Smith during Small Group 
Learning time.  Mrs. Grover had a Mini Art Gallery of student work displayed in 
the cafeteria and projects for families to do, and as always Mrs. Piontek had the 
students “getting down” in the gym as they demonstrated all the dances they 
have been learning.  The grade level areas then all had great demonstrations of 
some fun things they are doing.  The whole building was buzzing and it was 
great to see so many families in attendance.   
 

Next week we have Parent/Teacher Conferences scheduled.  Our staff is very 
excited to discuss your child’s education and to show how far they have come 
during the first semester.  I am also available if for any reason you would like 
stop by and discuss anything with me, or just let your teacher know if you would 
like me to join your conference.  I hope to see everyone at conferences, but for 
some reason you are unable to attend this newsletter should give you an idea of 
how amazing our students and staff are at SES, and as always…       
                          GO EAGLES! 
 

Mr. Brakke 

 
The Eagle Way 

 
We do the right thing 
because it is the right 

thing to do. 



Third grade students 
recently took some time out to take a Physical Education field trip to 
Ozaukee Ice Center.  The students learned and practiced new skills, 
spent time with friends, and took time to appreciate a winter sport.  
The students love this trip and demonstrate their great  
character by caring for each other and  
being respectful.  Some  
comments overheard... "I wish 
we could come back."  "This is 
the best field trip ever!"  "I'm  
telling my mom about this, 
maybe we can come back this 
weekend."  Thanks Mrs. Piontek 
for planning a great trip! 
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Eagle Art News 
 By Mrs. Grover 
 

It has been a very busy but  
creative first semester in the Art 
Room.  I have enjoyed getting to 
know all the wonderful students here at Saukville 
Elementary.   What a creative bunch of kids!  I 
have met many of the parents but for those of you 
I have yet to meet…here is a little introduction of 
myself.   
 

In addition to being a mom I have taught art 
classes to adults and children of all abilities for 
many years.  I taught at the Schauer Center for the 
Arts in Hartford, The Museum of Wisconsin Art in 
West Bend and the Milwaukee Art Museum.  My 
mom and I opened the ArtHouse in Saukville seven 
years ago.   I taught PK-8th grade art at Friess Lake 
School for two years before coming to Saukville  
Elementary.  I was sad to leave the students from 
Friess Lake but I am from this area and feel lucky 
to teach and inspire the children in my “own back-
yard”… in fact I was once a student here at  
Saukville Elementary!  I look forward to meeting 
more parents and look forward to the exciting years 
ahead of me at Saukville Elementary. 

Musical Notes 
 By Mrs. Smith 

 

Second through fourth graders have begun 
our second big unit of the school year:  

Songs From Movies.  We will incorporate the 
geography and history of several classic movies, 

starting with The Sound of Music.  We’ll learn some  
interesting songs, do some keyboard note reading with 
them, add some left hand chords, review some folk  
instruments from last fall, and immerse ourselves in a 
few different cultures!  
 

Kindergarteners and first graders have been working on 
some Valentine and President’s Day Songs, while adding 
some tone chimes and boom-wackers (tuned plastic 
pipes) for extra fun!  
 

I hope your were able to stop by the Music Room during 
Student Showcase to watch and listen to your child play 
some of the instruments that they regularly practice in 
class.  Second, third and fourth graders played songs 
from The Sound of Music on the keyboard, autoharp 
and/or ukulele.  Kindergartners played Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star on the keyboard and xylophone. First graders 
played it with two hands, in octaves, showing their new 
fingering skills. A family audience was a great motivator! 

3rd Grade News 
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Upcoming SES Events 
 

3/21—High Interest Day 
4/4 – Cupcake Sale 
4/25 – Storybook Theatre 
 

Watch the Tuesday Tidbits for more info. 

 

Physical Education News 
   By Mrs. Piontek 
 
Attention parents:  Help your child stay comfortable during gym days.   We are highly active during our  
Physical Education classes!  To keep your child working at their best potential, help dress in layers so that they 
can play in a t-shirt.  Also, belts help us to do our best without hanging onto our trousers!  It’s that time of 
year to check and see if GYM shoes still fit!   
SHOES:  Please pass on any tennis you have that you don’t need! We use extra shoes for students who forget 
them or don’t have them.  It is one way to help keep everyone active! 
Sleep: 
Are you sure your child is getting enough sleep? Sleep is your body’s way to recover.  Most kids between the 
ages of 5 and 12 years old need 10 to 11 hours of sleep per night. Some kids might need more and some need 
less.  You can work on developing routines at night that help get your child ready for a good night’s sleep. 
Units Covered:   
Last quarter, we had a blast participating in gymnastics, floor hockey, basketball, cooperative games, and our 
Nutrition Unit!  One area that shocked me was how much my students knew about eating healthy!  Now we 
have to give the chance to follow through.  Always have fruits and vegetables ready to eat!  This should be the 
snack that students eat almost every day.  WE as a nation eat too many SNACK foods EVERYDAY instead of 
using them as a SOMETIMES food.  Help develop healthy habits by having fruits and vegetables ready to eat 
and limiting chips, cookies, and crackers to sometimes. 
What’s UP Ahead:   
Fitness Testing:  Students are tested in 5 areas: curl-up, push-up, sit and reach, trunk lift, and pacer test.  All 
students have their height and weight taken as part of our FitnessGram fitness test.   
Net Games and Volleyball Skills:  Students work on throwing and kicking and learn and practice some volleyball 
skills. Younger students use balloon balls and foam balls to practice skills!   

Jump Rope For Heart 
 

Mrs. Piontek was amazed at the efforts by all 
the students and the wonderful job they did 
during this year’s JRFH event.  SES raised 
over $5,200 for the American Heart Associa-

tion.  Congrats to 
Noah Laabs who 
was our top 
money collector! 



 Trustworthiness 
 Respect 
 Responsibility 
 Fairness 
 Caring 
 Citizenship 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

Tuesday, March 4 
3:30-7:30pm 

 

Thursday, March 6 
12:00-7:30pm 

 

Conferences are by appointment only.  

 

SPA Updates 
 
Wow, it’s hard to believe we are already half way through the school year!  SPA has been busy so 
far this year!  Fundraising has been doing great.  We have used some of the money to go towards the 
following items: new projectors in the art/music rooms, busing for the 3rd grade Nutcracker field trip, 
SES Olympics, Storybook Theatre, birthday books for all SES students, High Interest Day, books for  
Kindles, and gift cards for teachers to help utilize the iPads!  Our Garden Brick Sale is a new and exciting 
fundraiser for the spring.  Also this spring we will be holding a kickball tournament at Grady Park for all 
SES families to have a BUNCH OF FUN!! 
 

Storybook Theatre is right around the corner.  This is a great opportunity to introduce your child to the 
world of musicals!  Be sure to come and see the performance at Port Washington High School on Friday, 
April 25 at 7pm in the auditorium!  Our Annual Cupcake Sale is coming up on Friday, April 4.  Watch the 
Tuesday Tidbits for more information, as we will be looking for bakers to help make this sale a success!  
One of SPA’s biggest events and the kids’ favorite is High Interest Day on Friday, March 21.  We give 
students in grade 1-4 the opportunity to try their hand at many different projects.  Some of the  
awesome things that will be offered are: cooking, wrestling, basketball, gymnastics, duct tape crafts, 
arm knitting, building a wooden toolbox, marshmallow shooters, PVC semi horn, and many others!  
 Kindergarten is set up a little differently as we have specific sessions designed just for them.  We are 
looking for volunteers and bakers for this day.  Please check out the Tidbits for more info. 
 

Over the past semester we have held many great events.  SES had a Swim Night at TJ Middle School in 
the beginning of January. This year all 3 elementary schools participated and it went GREAT!  The kids 
really enjoyed seeing all their friends from the other schools and meeting lots of new people.  We had a 
big turnout and look forward to next year’s Swim Night.  Donuts with Dad was on Valentine’s Day and 
we went through 35 DOZEN DONUTS!  Many of the kids talked about this awesome time with Dad 
though the whole school day.  Muffins with Mom will be coming up on Friday, May 9.  Our fall book fair 
was a great success and we were able to purchase many new books for the school.  THANK YOU!  SPA 
Holiday Cookie Sale was another wonderful event that the kids LOVED! 
 

SPA just wants to thank all of the AMAZING families here at SES.  We would not be able to provide these 
great events for our children without your huge support.  We hope to see you at one of our SPA  
meetings which are held on the second Wednesday each month at 6:30pm in the staff lounge. 
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4th Grade News 
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Fourth graders had a great time in  
Science class learning about Sound and 
Light concepts.  Through a variety of 
activities, they learned about how sound 
waves travel and which medium sound 
travels through the best.  They also  
explored how the colors of the visible 
spectrum blend together to make white 
light, and what type of objects are  
transparent, translucent, and opaque.   

Greek Myths 
 

Mr. Brown’s class has had a great time learning 
about Greek myths! Students compiled a folder 
where we examined Greek myths and their  
characters, such as Pandora, King Midas,  
Odysseus, and Achilles to name a few.  Students 
also examined the exploits of the Spartan  
soldiers at the Battle of Thermopylae.  Mrs. 
Grover was kind enough to assist in our efforts! 
She provided time and resources for us during 
lunch recess.  During this time students  
recreated the shields, helmets, spears, swords, 
and capes used by the Spartans.  By using video and role playing we were able to bring the 
tactics used by the 300 Spartans to life. Their actions allowed for Greece and democracy to 
survive, which spread throughout the western world!  Thanks again to Mrs. Grover and all 
her creative ideas!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Fourth graders have been busy working on writing biographies.  
After doing research on their designated person, going through the 
writing process, making a timeline online, and doing additional  
activities each  
student's project 
turned out great!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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SES Winter Olympics 2014 



News from Guidance and the Psychology Corner  
 By Ms. Brown, Psychology/Guidance 
 
In Guidance, we have just concluded our Personal Safety Curriculum. This included lessons focusing on 
gun, community, and personal safety involving appropriate touches. We are now starting our Empathy and 
Feeling Identification Unit in all grade levels. We will continue with this unit for the next couple weeks and then move on 
to our Problem Solving Unit. These lessons focus on different solutions when students encounter difficult scenarios and 
how to manage our emotions in a healthy manner. Please encourage your child to practice these skills at home too.  
 
Incredible Years Opportunity for Parents  
We have started a new class geared for adults here at SES. It is called the Incredible Years.  The program is supported by 
over 30 years of research and we’ve managed to get fees waived for Saukville Parents! Our goal is to give parents a way 
to come together and learn new strategies to promote positive behaviors in our children.  I have paired with some tre-
mendous colleagues in the community to offer weekly sessions addressing a variety of topics. Sessions topics range from 
Giving Parental Attention to Setting Limits and Encouraging Academic Behaviors. Sessions started February 3rd and run 
through the end of May. We would love to see you on Mondays at 3:30 to 5:30 in the Guidance room. Childcare is pro-
vided. It is a relaxed atmosphere with other SES parents, snacks, beverages and door prizes that range from gift cards to 
baby formula. Feel free to call me with any questions or stop by the office for a registration form.  
 

Ozaukee Family Services   
In addition, here are upcoming events at Ozaukee Family Services. This is a great facility that does wonderful things to 
support all of our families.   http://www.ozaukeefamilyservices.org/workshops/ 
 

Friends and Fun! 
*1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month, February 4-May 20, 9:00-10:30 
*2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, February 11-May 13, 10:00-11:30 
Join other parents, grandparents and caregivers for fun, information and support while the kids play.  
 

What Parents Need to Know About Drugs and Crime 
Wednesday, February 26, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Lt. Rod Galbraith from the Ozaukee County Sheriff’s office will discuss the current growth of heroin and opiate drug use 
and the increase in crime problems in Ozaukee County. He will also discuss how addiction and related crime effects both 
families and the community, creating the need for the community to come together to address the problem. 
 

Love and Logic 
Wednesdays, March 5 - April 9, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
A nationally recognized parent program that teaches how Love allows children to grow from their mistakes and Logic al-
lows them to live with the consequences of their choices. Parents will have more control while teaching their kids to be 
responsible. It’s never too soon or too late to begin this program with your children, whether they are toddlers or teenag-
ers. $25 fee for workbook and class materials. Limited childcare is available, register for childcare when you sign up for 
the class. 
 

Nurturing Parenting 
Thursday, April 3, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
For parents of children birth to 5 years 
Learn why a nurturing approach to parenting works best and how to change old habits when dealing with your kids.  
 

10 More Minutes, Ma! 
Tuesday, April 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
The presentation will focus on the amount of time children spend glued to the screens of computers, video games, and 
other portable devices. Learn about screen time limits, Internet Addiction and how to tell if your child might have a 
screen/game related issue.  
 
As always, stop down and say hi. I look forward to spring and seeing everyone for SES events.  
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Donuts With Dad 2014 
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The first graders had so much fun 
learning about families!  We learned 
that families come in all shapes and  
sizes.  We now know that a family is 
a special group of people who love 
and care for each other. The stu-
dents had fun drawing their family 

portraits. 
It was 
really 
neat to 
see how 
our class 
family 
quilt 
turned 
out. 

Kindergarten Kapers 
 

There were smiles galore in kindergarten during their 
Native Americans unit.  And what could be more fun 
than building Gingerbread Houses?  Kindergarten is 
the place to be!! 

To celebrate the holiday season the 
first graders at Saukville Elemen-
tary participated in holiday centers 
over the course of three days. One 
activity was a craft where we cre-
ated Santa masks. The students 
used fine motor skills to cut their 
own Santa hats, belts, buckles, and 
beards. We made our beards out of 
cotton balls to look more realistic. 
Once we were finished with our 
masks we surprised our teachers 
with a jolly "ho-ho-ho!" 

In celebration of the Olympics, the 
first graders learned about flags and 
what they represent. Our whole first 
grade worked together to create a 
flag that represented us as a group. 
We came up with the hands and 
hearts flag. The hands represent how 
first graders help each other. The 
hearts represent that we respect and 
care for one another. First grade 
really enjoyed the first annual SES 
Winter Olympics! 

1st Grade News *******************************


