
LES Literacy & Math Parent 
Information Night



Components of Balanced Literacy



Kindergarten Reading
★ Name upper and lower case letters
★ Produce sound(s) for each letter
★ Compare events and characters in books
★ Retell stories using key details from text
★ Ask/answer questions recalling details in text
★ Read high frequency words
★ Apply phonics and word solving skills to read words



Kindergarten Speaking & Writing
★ Participate in conversations 
★ Describe events using drawing, dictating, and writing
★ Spell and use high frequency words
★ Apply phonics and word solving skills to write words
★ Begin sentences with a capital letter and end with 

punctuation



1st Grade Reading
★ Retell stories with detail and identify the message or theme
★ Recognize high frequency words with fluency and accuracy
★ Apply phonics and word solving skills to identify and 

comprehend unfamiliar words
★ Use comprehension reading strategies to make sense of text
★ Understand the features of a sentence (first word, capital 

letters, ending punctuation) while reading



1st Grade Speaking & Writing
★ Participate in conversations
★ Describe people, places, things, events, and feelings 

with detail
★ Write on topic and provide a beginning, middle, and 

ending (narrative, opinion, and informational text)

★ Use correct capitalization and punctuation and is able to 
edit work



2nd Grade Reading
★ Identify key details and use them to retell text
★ Answer who, what, where, when, why, and how 

questions about text 
★ Determine the lesson or moral of stories
★ Learn and use text features of nonfiction (captions, headings, 

bold print, graphs, and pictures)
★ Use strategies to determine the meaning of unknown 

words



2nd Grade Speaking & Writing
★ Use the writing process to produce pieces of writing  

(friendly letter, fictional narrative, research report, and opinion letter)
★ Write stories with a clear beginning, middle, and end
★ Link ideas and remarks from other students with ideas of 

their own in conversations
★ Use proper rules of grammar and capitalization



3rd Grade Reading
★ Describe the basic elements of a story
★ Make connections between two texts
★ Compare key details in similar texts 
★ Critically analyze texts while reading
★ Respond to texts by asking and answering           

questions
★ Understand figurative language 



3rd Grade Speaking & Writing
★ Expand vocabulary
★ Use the writing process to produce pieces of writing

(explanatory essay, research report, personal narrative, opinion essay)

★ Write stories using a sequence of events with well-
developed characters 

★ Write sentences fluently with proper capitalization and 
conventions



4th Grade Reading
★ Describe the basic elements of a story
★ Use the key features of informational texts to better 

understand the text
★ Use details from a text to make appropriate predictions
★ Use the sequence of main events to summarize fictional 

texts
★ Use context clues to determine                                     

unknown words
★ Identify and understand the author’s point-of-view



4th Grade Speaking & Writing
★ Write summaries and opinions about books
★ Respond to reading, both written and orally
★ Write sentences fluently with proper capitalization and 

conventions
★ Use the writing process to produce pieces of writing 

(personal narrative, “how to” text, research report, and opinion essay)



How to Help Support Your Child with 
Reading at Home

★ Set aside a time and place to have your child read
○ Reading homework is for your child to read
○ Reading aloud to your child increases reading/writing vocabularies 

and provides an opportunity to discuss ideas, ask questions, and think 
aloud

★ Provide reading material that is interesting, relevant, 
and matches your child’s reading level (visit the library)

★ Let your child see you reading and writing
○ Encourage your child to write (i.e. thank you notes, lists, emails, etc.)
○ Engage in conversations about books, experiences, and memories



Mathematics
What is Origo Stepping Stones Math?

★ MODULES instead of units or chapters that cover multiple concepts 
(12 lessons each)

★ Lessons include open ended questions and examples to foster 
student thinking, reasoning and problem-solving skills, and 
discussions

★ Based on number sense rather than focusing on standard algorithms
(lining up numbers vertically, “borrowing”, “carrying”) 

★ Uses strategies and visual models before teaching procedures
★ Allows for differentiation within each lesson – Extra Help, Extra 

Practice, and On-going Challenge
★ Online resources for teachers and students



Number Sense Progression
★ Domino Cards (K-2) working to part-part-whole (2)
★ Fives Frames (K) & Tens Frames (K-2)
★ Number Tracks (K-1)
★ Doubling Cards (1-2)
★ Hundreds Charts (1-2)
★ Number Lines (2-4)
★ Sharing Mats (1-3)
★ Multiplication Strategy Cards (3)
★ Fraction Strips (3-4)



Kindergarten Key Concepts
★ Count to 100 by ones and tens
★ Sort/classify

○ Sort many different ways and explain reasoning
★ Number Representation to 20

○ Write numbers  
○ Match quantities
○ Recognize and identify written numbers

★ Compare size of objects and numbers (more/less)
★ Understand place value up to 19
★ Addition/Subtraction

○ Process using objects, story problems, and symbols



1st Grade Key Concepts
★ Understand place value (ones and tens)
★ Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction
★ Add and subtract numbers accurately and fluently within 10
★ Use addition and subtraction strategies - within 20

○ Counting on/back    
○ Think addition     
○ Make 10  
○ Doubles (+1 , +2) 
○ Hundreds chart and number line

★ Tell and write time to the hour and the half hour
★ Identify coins and know their value
★ Measurement using non-standard units
★ Identify 2-D and 3-D Shapes and simple fractions ( ¼ and  ½ )



2nd Grade Key Concepts
★ Understand place value (ones, tens, and hundreds)
★ Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction
★ Tell/write time to 5 minute intervals and count money to $1.00
★ Measure length (inches, feet, yards, centimeters, meters) and mass (liters, pint, cups, 

quarts)
★ Identify polygons and simple fractions (parts of the whole)
★ Add and subtract numbers fluently within 20
★ Use addition and subtraction strategies to 1000

○ Counting on/counting back    
○ Think addition to do subtraction   
○ Make 10  
○ Doubles (+1 , +2) 
○ Hundreds chart and number line
○ Mental math



3rd Grade Key Concepts
★ Solve 2-step word problems working with all four operations
★ Build addition/subtraction number sense with number lines and moving to 

algorithm
★ Use multiplication and division strategies within 100
★ Tell time to the nearest minute & calculate elapsed time
★ Reason with shapes, including relationships and find their area
★ Fractions

○ Concept of equal partitions (part of a whole)
○ Understand and identify a unit fraction (i.e. ⅓, ¼, ⅛) 
○ Add fractions – visual models and number sentences 
○ Find equivalent fractions, comparing, and ordering based on visual 

models



4th Grade Key Concepts
★ Understand place value to multi-digit whole numbers
★ Use the four operations to solve multi-step word problems
★ Use standard algorithms for addition, subtraction, and multiplication
★ Multiply and divide multi-digit numbers using several strategies
★ Fractions

○ Understand and identify equivalent fractions
○ Compare and order fractions
○ Add, subtract, and multiply fractions 
○ Understand simple decimals

★ Measure and identify angles



Assessments
★Screeners

○STAR
■Reading (2-4)
■Math (1-4)

○PALS (K-2)
○Writing Screener (K-4)

★Benchmark Assessments
○Literacy Benchmark Assessment (all grades)
○Kindergarten Literacy Assessment

★Formative/Summative Assessments



Response to Intervention (RtI)
“Target Time”

★Designated school-wide block of time to 
provide students with specific learning 
opportunities based on their needs
○Academic support and enrichment opportunities 



Communication Timeline
★ Every six weeks, teachers will communicate your child’s 

progress with you!
○ Conferences (Fall & Spring)

■ Two Week Block of Time (Oct. 12-23 and Feb. 29-March 11)

■ 10 Scheduled Hours and 2 Flexible Hours
○ ELA and Math Progress Checklists 

Sent Home (December and April)

○ Report Cards Sent Home
(End of Each Semester)


