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Design Projects Underway at Port Washington High School and Dunwiddie Elementary School 
 
 
Momentum continues to build as the design work progresses at Port Washington High School and 
Dunwiddie Elementary School since April’s successful referendum. Over the past several months, Bray 
Architects, Construction Manager CD Smith, and the engineering team on the project have been meeting 
regularly with school district leaders, Dr. Weber, school board members, and many staff members to 
envision how the buildings will support education well into the future.  Over 40 staff members have been 
involved in these planning meetings.  Tours of the neighboring schools in Sheboygan, southern 
Milwaukee, and around Madison by administrators, board members, and teachers have provided the 
district with a first-hand experience of current 21st century education projects. 
 
The process underway is an exciting one; a true collaborative effort of staff, students, parents, 
administrators, board members, and design and construction teams that will change the way our students 
learn and our teachers teach for decades to come. 
 
Port Washington High School  
 
PWHS will truly appear and function “like new” when construction is complete. Lots of natural light, 
flexible spaces, and efficient spaces are all noted throughout new construction and existing renovation. 
New amenities include: 
 

• A new large three-story academic wing with classroom clusters, modern science lab spaces, and 
flexible spaces for small group learning and collaboration 

• New main entry to the building and commons area will provide a welcoming and safe experience for 
students and visitors to the school, sporting events, and fine arts performances 

• Improved location of school offices and guidance 
• An inviting two tier cafeteria/serving/commons area in the school’s core, offering flexible seating,    

additional lunch space, student gathering areas, and community access 
• Renovated fine arts and auditorium facilities to efficiently meet modern performance and space needs 
• New three court competition gymnasium with bleacher seating for 1800 
• Re-use of the existing gym as a gymnastics space, auxiliary competition gym, and PE gym stations 
• New kitchen, serving, and receiving areas relocated to allow for inclusion in the first phase of construction 
• Remodeling of many other areas 

 
We continue to be on schedule with the designs, and we expect them to be completed for bidding in 
February and March.  Phase I of the high school will begin in the spring with the construction of the large 
three-story academic wing, just west of the tech., ed. area and built into the hill.  Once completed, the 
next two phases of the project will take place with total completion still projected to be 2019. 
 
Please view the most recent high school designs here. 
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Dunwiddie Elementary School  
 
In order to meet the growth needs of DES’s increasing student population, the following improvements 
will be made to the school: 
 

• Creation of a new welcoming and safe main entry and gathering space for parents 
• New construction of elementary classrooms with restrooms for younger students 
• Additional small group instruction areas 
• Office updates for efficiencies of work and traffic flow  
• A new courtyard providing a secure playground for early childhood and kindergarten students 
• More efficient use of the entire building 
• Additional parking area to greatly improve efficiency and safety of traffic flow 

 
We are also on schedule with Dunwiddie Elementary School, and we expect to send the plans out for bid 
in December or January.  Construction will begin in the spring as soon as the frost is out of the ground 
and projected to be completed for the 2016-2017 school year. 
 
Saukville Elementary School  
 
On another note, the district-funded work at Saukville Elementary School is under way.  Safety and 
security upgrades include strategically placed interior walls for greater security in the grade level pods, 
with additional doors and security that will allow for locking segregated sections of the building and for 
increased flexibility. The walls will also provide sound separation to spaces within grade level pods.  The 
construction work is underway and should be completed by September 1st, except for hanging some of 
the doors. 
 
Conclusion  
 
As always, if you have questions, would like additional information, or would like us to present information 
to your group, please contact us at 262-268-6005 or referendum@pwssd.k12.wi.us.  The Board thanks 
you for your support and ongoing interest as we increase the educational opportunities for our students 
and plan for the future of Port Washington and Saukville. 
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